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Chinese Urgent Action Working Group /人权卫士紧急救援协会 -- Beijing, China – 2010-01-27 – 

Beijing-born and based rights defender Zhou Li  was detained without a detention warrant on August 12, 

2009, and is, after more than 160 days, still being held at the Chongwen district detention center, in 

violation of the law. Police have said they would deny her access to legal counsel, and intimidated her 

parents to the extent that they, so far, are not willing to provide a “power of attorney”. 

 
The Beijing Procuratorate’s office has twice rejected the charges and evidence submitted by the Police, 

and as a result the charge against Zhou Li has been altered from “disturbing social order” to “Picking 

Quarrels and Provoking Troubles”, and we believe it might be changed again soon, as the Police are 

having difficulty coming up with sufficient evidence.  

 
Police at the detention center are holding Zhou Li incommunicado and not allowing any visitors, further 

complicating her situation, as information can only be retained through recently released detainees at 

the same center that Zhou Li has asked to spread information and updates on her situation. Police are 

monitoring her two year old son and his nanny. 

 
Zhou Li started a legal clinic to aid Chongwen residents that were being forced off their land in a 

redevelopment scheme by a Hong Kong real estate company, and she was, at the time, successful in 

stopping the planned demolitions. Demolition plans have now resumed. Zhou also worked to expose the 

case of Deng Yujiao (邓玉娇) in Hubei province, who defended herself against assault by a government 

official. Just before being detained, Zhou Li has just returned from Kunming, Yunnan province where she 

had exposed a child prostitution ring in liege with the local police. Both of the latter cases received 

nationwide attention.  

--- END OF PRESS RELEASE --- 

More information can be found at http://China-Action.org 
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The Chinese Urgent Action Working Group (人权卫士紧急救援协会) undertakes direct interventions on behalf of 
Human Rights defenders in distress, through investigations, public advocacy, communication with international 
institutions and organizations, and through providing legal aid. The group is located inside mainland China, and 
was formed as a response to increased persecution of Human Rights defenders in the run up to the 2008 Beijing 
Olympic Games. 
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