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PERSONAL PARTICULARS

• Name:  Sun Wenguang (孙文广)

• Gender: Male

• Hometown: Jinan city (济南), Shandong province (山东省), China

• Date of birth: 1934-08-26

• Place of birth: Rongcheng county (荣成市), Weihai (威海), Shandong Province (山东省)

• ID card number: 370111340826201

• Address:  Shandanan Road no.: 20, 8th floor, no.: 2014, Licheng district, Jinan city 济南市历城区山大

南路 20 号 8 楼 2104 号

• Education: Graduate from the Department of Physics, Shandong University (山东大学) (1957)

• Contact information: 13655317356 (cellphone) 0531-88365021 (landline)

Occupation(s): 

• Professor of Physics (1982 to 1985), School of Physics, Shandong University, Jinan city

• Professor  of  Management  (1985  to  1994),  School  of  Management/Business  administration, 

Shandong University, Jinan city1

Family Members:  

• Wife: Han Peishun (韩培顺)

• Daughter: Sun Guoying (孙国婴) (25 years old)

Affiliation(s): 

• Charter 08, 

• Independent Chinese PEN center, 

• Jinan City Political Consultative Conference (1988-1998), 

• China Democratic National Construction Association.

1 After transfer to School of management Sun would go from associate professor, professor, Deputy Head of Department and 
Head of the Department of Economic Information Management before retiring in October 1994. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS WORK AND BACKGROUND

Professor Sun has been a vocal  critic  of  the Chinese Communist  Party since the  

1960's, and been a victim of several campaigns before, during and after the Cultural  

Revolution. He was not politically rehabilitated until 1982, when he was allowed to 

teach  Physics  at  Shandong  University  in  Jinan  city,  which  he  would  do  until  

retirement in October 1994. Besides writing essays about the need for reform, and 

writing letters directly to the leaders, he has also called for the release of other  

human rights defenders, most recently that of Zhang Jinfeng (张金凤 ),  a female 

rights activist, petitioner assistance worker and organizer who is detained at Jinan 

City labor  camp outside  of  Jinan  city,  Shandong  province.  After  former  General  

Secretary  of  the  Chinese  Communist  Party  Zhao  Ziyang  died  Professor  Sun  has 

traveled to a nearby mountain and cemetery,  the Heroes'  Mountain, every year 

during  Qing  Ming  festival  (tomb-sweeping  holiday)  to  commemorate  the  fallen 

reformist leader of the 1980's. In 1989 he wrote an open letter to the CPC Central 

Committee  supporting  the  students'  and  workers'  demonstrating  in  Beijing  and 

around China. 

In 2006 Sun offered a support for international calls to investigate persecution of Falun Gong by writing a  

public letter to a Falun Gong related group that was published. In 2005 he wrote an open letter to the  

National People's Congress on the same topic. Several of his essays have been published in book “Calling  

Freedom” (published in Hong Kong SAR).

In 2006, he has collaborated with famed rights defence lawyer Gao Zhisheng in a public advocacy and 

signature collection drive aimed at disintegrating the system of labor camp. Furthermore, he has made 

public  calls  for  opening  up  internet  access  in  Xinjiang  province  after  summer  of  2009's  riots  and 

disturbances in the region, as well as public calls regarding government policy in Tibet, about freedom of  

information and control of Chinese news media.

Sun was one of the original 303 signatories of Charter 08 and is a member of the Independent Chinese PEN  

Centre (ICPC). 
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In 1988 Sun was elected to the  Jinan City Political Consultative Conference, an advisory body tied to the 

equivalent level People's Congress. He proposed a bill that would investigate maltreatment in detention 

centers and improve detainees living standard. The bill was however rejected. Professor Sun's term ended 

in 1998.

OTHER RELEVANT BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Sun Tingyung, Sun's  father,  was an officer in the Goumingdang (KMT) navy and worked to defend the 

Guangdong province KMT base. Sun's father and Sun's older brother Sun Wenzhen both fled to Taiwan in  

1949 at the end of the civil war. Sun's brother was a teacher that worked in the military and political office  

of the KMT. Sun himself joined the Communist Youth league in 1956 and worked for some  time as a branch  

secretary for them.

Wall Street Journal have amongst others mentioned Professor Sun Wenguang as a potential nominee for  

the Nobel Peace Prize. Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) included Sun on a list of likely nominees for  

2009.

CURRENT SITUATION 

On the morning of April 5, 2009, Professor Sun and a university student left to go to a local cemetery called 

Heroes’ Mountain (Yingxiong Shan (英雄山) ) on Qing Ming festival, a holiday for tomb-sweeping to honor 

the dead. By the gate of Shandong University police, from the National Security Unit of the Jinan Public 

Security Bureau (PSB) as well as Zheng Xizhi  (郑习之), a police officer working at the University,  stopped 

them and refused to let the student leave with the professor, who had to go alone, ignoring the threats of 

the 20 or  so uniformed and plain  clothed policemen.  While  traveling  to  the cemetery  police  followed 

Professor Sun closely. When arriving and walking by a secluded spot five unidentified men attacked him. 

Preceding his visit he had put up posters around Shandong University campus about his trip and inviting  

students to join, thus making his intended journey public to the authorities. The day before, on Saturday  

April 4, Police visited Sun and warned him not to go to the cemetery. 

Five unidentified people attacked the professor at around 10 am, beating him, kicking him, and throwing 

the 75 years old man into a ditch. The attack lasted at least 10 minutes. Professor Sun is certain that the  
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police  that  followed him, to ensure that  he did not  cause any trouble,  watched the whole  attack and  

remained idle. Furthermore, the use of hired thugs by the police is a common tactic against human rights 

defenders in China.

Professor Sun was severely hurt  and was treated in the Emergency room for  12 

days. He was taken to Qilu University Hospital in Jinan city. He had three broken ribs,  

injuries  to  his  spine,  head,  back,  arms  and  legs.  Police  refused  to  initiate  an 

investigation into the attack while Sun was in the hospital, and it wasn't until  nine 

days later an investigation was started (April 14), which is further in violation of the 

law. Professor Sun also had to file the report to the police again a second time for 

them to start the investigation.

Professor Sun is now suing the police for compensation and for violating the Police 

law  through  an  administrative  law  suit.  The  professor  is  not  suing  for  financial 

compensation,  but  to  inquire  why  the  Police  did  not  perform  their  duty.  The 

professor  believes that suing  the police is  the only way to stop the persecution 

against  him  that  is  still  ongoing.  Police  started  their  latest  round  of  24-hour 

monitoring of Sun on April 1, several days before the festival and attack. 

CURRENT LEGAL SITUATION

Professor  Sun  is  launching  at  administrative  lawsuit 

directed at the Jinan City Police department  for failure to 

(a)  act  according  to  the  police  law  (not  protecting 

Professor  Sun  during  the  attack)  and  (b)  failure  to 

investigate the attack.

The defendant is the Jinan city public security bureau.

The claim brought forward:

• The police have violated Professor Sun's rights, and 

broke their own governing law, when they tried to 
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prevent him from visiting the Heroes' Mountain;

• The police have violated Professor Sun's rights, and broke their own governing law, when they 

followed him and put him under surveillance without him being suspected of a crime;

• The police violated its own governing law when they failed to register the attack on Sun and initiate 

an investigation; and,

• The police violated Professor Sun's right as a citizen, and broke its own governing law, when they 

failed to protect him, or try to protect him, when being assaulted. 

PARTICULARS

• Current status: Preparing for filing an appeal

• Date of incident: April 5, 2009

• Consequence: 12 days of hospital care

• Date of filing administrative lawsuit: March 28, 2010

• Place of filing administrative lawsuit: Shizhong Qu People's Court (济南市市中区法院）, Jinan city, 

Shandong province 

• Date and content of response from court: No formal response given with the seven day time frame 

the court had to decide. Was not handed any formal document stating  (a) that is had been denied 

and (b) the reason for denying it, in violation of law.

• Lawsuit target: Jinan city Public Security Bureau, Shandong province 

• Retained legal counsel: March 31, 2010

• Legal counsel: Wang Quanzhang

See Legal analysis section further below for details.

PREVIOUS VIOLATIONS

• Was harassed and publicly denounced in 1960 during one of many anti-rightist campaigns and was 

denounced as “leaning towards the Right”;

• Was detained and but in isolation, but not arrested nor charged, for six months in 1966, after being 
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criticized at the beginning of the Cultural Revolution;

• Detained in a makeshift prison for 21 months starting  1971, then in 1974 transferred to solitary 

confinement  in  another  prison,  where  he  was  held  for  three  and  a  half  year  until  1978  for  

“counterrevolutionary crimes” (since 1997 called “Crimes of Endangering State Security”). On of his 

offences was public criticism of Mao Zedong.

• In January 1978 the Jinan Intermediate People's Court of First Instance sentenced Professor Sun to 

seven years of imprisonment for sending articles to the central government criticizing Mao Zedong  

and his successor Hua Goufeng. His appeal to the Shandong High Court in June 1978 was denied. He 

was  placed  in  Jinan  City  Labor  Camp  instead  of  prison,  and  was  released  in  December  1981, 

however he refused to leave unless announced innocent of any crime, and stayed at the camp until  

1982, when he was politically rehabilitated and allowed to return to Shandong University.

• During the 2007 election for the Shandong province People's Congress representative of Lixia (历下

区 ) district2,  Jinan city, severe irregularities is said to have occurred during the election, including 

removing Sun as  a  nominee from several  information campaigns  preceding the election,  while  

election personal have been carrying out campaigning for individual candidates. Sun's own posters 

put up was quickly torn down despite posting them over several months (October and November)  

around  Shandong  University  in  Jinan  city.  University  administrators  also  told  students  at  the 

university not to listen to professor Sun, telling them that Sun had support from foreign countries 

(implying anti-China groups),  and that  students voting  for  an independent  (non-party member) 

“would be found out”. Police have also physically stopped professor Sun on several occasions when 

he was preparing to hold campaign speeches.

• After issuing a public proposal for the cancellation of the planned military parade and celebration of 

Communist China 60th anniversary on September 10, 2009, Professor Sun received threats sent to 

his cellphone on September 16 saying that he would be “stabbed” and “stuffed into an incinerator”. 

• Professor Sun has been forbidden to travel to Hong Kong SAR and Taiwan.

2 Urban administrative district in southern part of Jinan, at the foot of Mount Li
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Besides these major persecutions, Professor Sun has since being rehabilitated also suffered from a variety of 

minor violations.  Some of  these includes being put under 24-hour surveillance leading up to the 2008 

Beijing Olympic Games, having “traitor”,  “rapist” written on his  walls.  On  June 11, 2008 his  home was 

searched  by  nine  policemen  from  the  National  Security  Unit  of  Jinan  City  which  confiscated  his  two 

computers, portable hard drive, address book, books and manuscripts.

After Liu Xiaobo was awarded the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize,  Professor Sun was summoned by Jinan city  

police on both the evening of October 8 and the morning of October 16 for questioning and has been 

placed on surveillance.

His University is now deducting money from his pension, according to Sun because he refused to sell his  

house at a value significantly below market value (he has since sued Shandong University).

LEGAL ANALYSIS: CONTRAVENTION OF LAWS

This  section  seeks  to  clarify  the legal  framework  for  the  administrative  lawsuit  against  the Police  for,  

amongst others, failure to act according to law in protecting Professor Sun, and by what legal framework 

Sun has the right to sue.

APPLICABLE DOMESTIC LAWS

Administrative Procedure Law (1990)

Article 11 specifies how and in what situation a citizen may bring suit towards a government body, and such 

suits shall be turned in to the people's court. For example, one can challenge administrative sanctions by 

the Public Security Bureau, such as detention and fines (1), compulsory administrative measures such as 

restricting freedom (2),  limiting a persons decision-making autonomy (3) and of course for the Police's  

failure to carry out their duties as specified in the Police law (see below) (5).

One may also file  for  a  government  body's  failure  to  issue pension to a retiree  (6),  and according  to  

paragraph 8, cases where administrative organs, such as Police, have otherwise infringed upon a person's  

rights.
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In regards to the case of Professor Sun, all of the above applies.

Police Law (1995)

The duties of the People's Police is encoded in the Police law, which clearly specifies that the duty of the  

Police  is,  amongst  others,  to  protect  the  country's  citizens,  and  to  prevent  criminal  and  other  illegal  

activities3.  The duties of the Police shall furthermore be carried out without partiality4.

The clearest legal breach in the case of Professor Sun is the police's blatant disregard for article 21, which 

states that the Police shall come to the immediate rescue when a citizens safety is at risk or encroached 

upon. Any cases such as these shall furthermore be handled without delay.

The Police are forbidden from unlawfully deprive or restrict people freedom, nor search a person. They are  

furthermore specifically forbidden from ignoring or neglecting their duties, and shall not in any way violate  

law or discipline5. 

Any Police officer that has a relationship towards a person involved in a case shall withdraw from the case,  

if that relationship can cause partiality in the carrying out of their duties6.

Any breach of the duties specified above many result in punishment, including criminal prosecution, as is  

specified in article 48, and in article 50 which states that infringement by police on others rights allows the  

victim to seek compensation.

Police are not allowed to in any way retaliate against someone who exposes a crime, mismanagement or  

makes an accusation, and all citizens retain the right to expose the police for malpractice7. 

State Compensation Law (1995)

3 Police Law, article 2 and 6 (1)
4 Police Law, article 20 (1)
5 Police Law, article 22 (5, 11, 12)
6 Police Law, article 45 (3)
7 Police Law, article 46
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A victim shall have the right to seek compensation if an administrative organ or government body commits  

a crime, or are responsible for causing bodily injury to a citizen8.  Any damage caused to a victim by a 

judicial,  investigatory  or  procuratorial  government  body  shall,  according  to  article  19,  be  liable  for 

compensation.

APPLICABLE INTERNATIONAL LAWS

Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (1998)

The  declaration  contains  several  articles  which  the  Chinese  State  has  directly  violated  in  the  case  of  

Professor Sun. The articles violated are:

• Article 6, which states that all individuals have the rights to disseminate publicly information on 

human rights;

• Article 8, which provides that individuals shall have the right to criticize government bodies' failures  

in protecting human rights and to provide suggestions on how to improve human rights protection,  

for which citizens shall have effective access to its government;

• Article 9 (2), which states that anyone who has had their human rights violated shall have the right  

to  use  existing  channels  to  redress  such  violations,  and  to  have  such  accusations  impartially 

reviewed, and that everyone has the right to complain about individual officials violating someone's 

human  rights.  The  state  must  provide  a  prompt  and  impartial  investigation  into  any  credible 

accusation; and, 

• In general (article 2) that the state must provide effective protection of its citizens human rights.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

The UN declaration is, as it contains the definitions of fundamental and human rights which the UN charter 

speaks of, a constitutive document of sorts, and shall thus be adhered to by all UN members. In the case of  

Professor Sun, the following articles have been violated:

• Article 3, which provides that “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person”; 

• Article 19, which states that “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this  

right  includes  freedom to  hold  opinions  without  interference  and  to  seek,  receive  and  impart  

8 State Compensation Law, article 3 (5)
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information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers”. 

ABOUT THE CHINESE URGENT ACTION WORKING GROUP

The Chinese Urgent Action Working Group  (人权卫士紧急救援协会 ) is a Chinese, Beijing-based group 

consisting of human rights defenders which acts to assist fellow human rights defenders in danger. The  

organization investigates abuse against individuals, carries out public advocacy and communication with 

international institutions and organizations, and provides legal aid and financial assistance when needed. 

The organization also regularly releases reports and background briefs on issues concerning human rights 

defenders in China.

CONTACT INFORMATION

http://China-Action.org |       China.Action@hushmail.com

LIST OF RELATED INFORMATION

• New York Times coverage of the attack on Sun: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/08/world/asia/08china.html?_r=1&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1277200868-

KD/EdaR21vVRTnWLA0joRQ

• Wall Street Journal article about Professor Sun as potential Nobel Peace Prize nominee:

http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/2009/10/08/another-year-another-chance-for-a-chinese-nobel-peace-prize/

• Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) each year releases a list of near-to-certain nominees of the Nobel Peace 

prize, which for 2009 included Sun Wenguang:

http://www.prio.no/About/PeacePrize/PRIO-Directors-Speculations-2009/

Books published (not complete):
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• Appeals from Prison to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (狱中上书中共中); 

• Bad History for Hundreds of Years: From Mao Zedong to Jiang Zemin (百年祸国—从毛泽东到江泽民) (2004); 

and, 

• Calls for Freedom (呼唤自由) (2007).
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