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- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -

 IMPRISONED CHINESE JOURNALIST BEING DENIED ACCESS TO LEGAL COUNSEL

CHINESE URGENT ACTION WORKING GROUP /  人权卫士紧急救援协会 ,  Beijing,  China,  May 27,  2010 --- 

Imprisoned Chinese journalist Qi Chonghuai (齐崇淮) is being denied access to legal counsel, despite previous 

attempts on his life by both a fellow inmate and a prison guard. In direct violation of the Chinese interim 

provision concerning prisoners right to counsel (律师会见监狱在押罪犯暂行规定 ), and several international 

conventions and guidelines, prison authorities at Zaozhuang prison  (山东枣庄监狱 ) in Shandong province is 

refusing Qi access to his legal counsel. Qi's attempts to communicate with a prosecutor to seek remedy for the 

two attempts on his life, and the regular beatings he has received, has also been blocked by prison authorities. 

Qi  was  sentenced on May 13,  2008  to  four  years  of  imprisonment  after  exposing  corruption in  the local 

government of Tengzhou city, Shandong province. He was convicted on 'Extortion and Blackmail'  after first  

being charged with 'deception' for misrepresenting himself as a journalist. Qi is a well established journalist and 

writer having worked for many of the mainstream news media in Shandong province. When first arrested, the 

'New Beijing News' called Qi 'conscience of reporters'. 

The Chinese Urgent Action Working Group has filed an Urgent Appeal to the United Nations Special Rapporteur  

on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders.

--- END OF PRESS RELEASE ---

About the Chinese Urgent Action Working Group 

The Chinese Urgent Action Working Group (人权卫士紧急救援协会) undertakes direct interventions on behalf of Human 
Rights defenders in distress, through investigations, public advocacy, communication with international institutions and  
organizations, and through providing legal aid. The group is located inside mainland China, and was formed as a response  
to increased persecution of Human Rights defenders in the run up to the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. 

Http://China-Action.org  | China.Action@hushmail.com 

For more information, please see the Urgent Appeal submitted to the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
Human Rights Defenders, which you can find on our website (Current Cases > Qi Chonghuai > Files).
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