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- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE -

 JOURNALIST AND HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER QI CHONGHUAI 

FACES LIFE THREATENING ABUSE IN PRISON

CHINESE URGENT ACTION WORKING GROUP / 人权卫士紧急救援协会, Beijing, China, Nov. 19, 

2009 --- On May 13, 2008 the Tengzhou City Court, Shandong Province, sentenced Qi Chonghuai to 

four (4) years imprisonment on charges of  extortion and blackmail.  Qi was held, in contravention of 

articles 124-127 of the Criminal Procedure Law of the People's Republic of China, for 408 days before 

and  after  his  trial  and  before  he  was  transferred  to  prison.  During  that  time  he  was  constantly 

assaulted by the police. After being transferred to prison the abuses intensified. The situation for Qi is 

deteriorating to the point that we now fear for his life.

From  2004  to  2007  Qi  published  articles  in  many  mainstream  Chinese  newspapers  on  issues  of 

corruption and social injustice. On June 14, 2007 Qi published an article denouncing the Tengzhou city 

government for the misappropriation of tax money to construct a luxury office complex, among other 

acts of corruption. On June 25, he was taken into police detention on suspicion of deception, where he 

spent months in detention before his trial. During this time he was repeatedly beaten and tortured 

with freezing water. He was transferred to prison on August 8, 2008, the opening day of the Olympic 

games. 

Qi  was  assigned  to  a  maximum  security  prison  designed  for  life-imprisoned  and  condemned 

criminals. He regularly works more than 10 hours a day in a coal mine, and has sometimes been

forced to work for up to 20 hours in a day. In addition, the inmates have to walk the 18 miles to the 

mine every morning and evening. Through this forced labour, in combination with insufficient water 

and food, Qi has developed a number of ailments. He has reported extreme pain in his left food, both
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knees and his waist. He is also suffering from pneumoconiosis, a painful lung infection caused by coal 

dust. His complaints have been ignored. In addition to suffering from the conditions of the prison he 

was been the victim of numerous directed assaults. 

On his first day in prison he was beaten by several other inmates while prison guards watched. This 

left him with a broken rib. From August 8 to September 8 (2008), alone, he was attacked six times. 

Then, on April  30,  2009 prison guard Liu Huanyong  (刘焕永 )  severely beat Qi in the process of 

confiscating  several  manuscripts  Qi  had  been  working  on  to  document  the  abusive  prison 

environment.  A few days later Liu reportedly conspired with Zhai  Fengqiang ( 翟凤强 ),  another 

inmate, to try and kill Qi. He was thrown down a mine shaft and left bloodied and unconscious. Had 

it  not  been  for  two  other  inmates  dragging  him out  of  the  mine,  Qi  would  have  died.  He  was 

unconscious for three days. Qi tried to file charges against Zhai and Liu but was refused by the prison 

management the right to file the charge. On June 16, 2009, after laboring for 10 hours in the mine, Qi 

was sent to solitary confinement and then transferred to another prison. 

For most of 2009 Qi was 'disappeared.' Attempts by his wife to see him were denied. Not until Oct. 19 

was Qi finally allowed to call his wife. She reported that he sounded highly alarmed and said that he 

now feared he would die in the prison. 

The Chinese Urgent Action Working Group has filed an Urgent Appeal to the United Nations Special 

Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders, with the aim of bringing attention to his 

situation, which might help to ensure that Qi does not die in prison.
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About the Chinese Urgent Action Working Group 

The Chinese Urgent Action Working Group (人权卫士紧急救援协会) undertakes direct interventions on behalf of 
Human Rights defenders in distress, through investigations, public advocacy, communication with international 
institutions and organizations, and through providing legal aid. The group is located inside mainland China, 
and was formed as a response to increased persecution of Human Rights defenders in the run up to the 2008 
Beijing Olympic Games. 

Contact Information 

Email: Contact.ChinaAction@gmail.com  
Secure email*: China.Action@hushmail.com  
Website: http://China-Action.org   (no www) 

* http://hushmail.com offers a free, web-based email service with high-level encryption. Encryption is only 
available when communicating between two hushmail accounts.
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