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– FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE –

SICHUAN COURT REFUSES TO HAND DOWN SENTENCE ON RIGHTS 
DEFENDER LIU ZHENGYOU (刘正有), IN VIOLATION OF LAW

CHINESE URGENT ACTION WORKING GROUP / 人权卫士紧急救援协会, Beijing, China, August 12, 
2010  --- Long-time  rights  defender Liu  Zhengyou  (刘正有 ) was  tried on  July 6 on charges  of 
'fraud' by the  Ziliujing district court of Zigong city, Sichuan province. The trial, like the process 
leading up to it, was rife with irregularities and violations of law, and the Ziliujing district court 
now adds yet another violation of Liu's basic rights in its refusal to announce a sentence, despite 
the legally established time limit having been exceeded (as specified in ciminal procedure law 
article 168). 

Liu is a longtime rights defender, and winner of an award by Geneva-based  Centre of  Housing  
Rights  and  Evictions,  who  has  been  persecuted  by  the  local  government  of  Zigong  city  over 
several  years,  which  have  included  detentions,  physical  assaults,  forced  repatriation,  being 
denied  to  travel  oversees  to  an UN  summit,  as  well  as  long  list  of  minor  violations  such  as 
harassment,  questioning,  surveillance  and  house  arrests.  On  November  11,  2009,  Liu  was 
detained  by  Zigong  Public  Security  Bureau  and  placed in  criminal  detention  on  the  charge  of 
“fraud”. While awaiting trial, the procuratorate had to return the case to the police twice  for 
further  investigation  as  the  evidence  collected  was  deemed  to  be  insufficient.  The 
procuratorate  also  had  to  give  itself  an  extension  of the  time  limit  on  deciding  whether  to 
prosecute or not.
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Liu  has  been  a  problem  for  the  local  government  since  1993, when  he  started  to  organize 
protests  against  government  land grabs. In  this case  Hongqi township farmland that  was  to  be 
used  as a  “high-tech  park”. Liu  did some  part  of the  first  investigation into  the  “Black jails,” 
which is well-known now. He had also done similar work on the usage of psychiatric institutions 
for detention.

Liu's lawyer Zheng Jianwei (郑建伟) have pointed out irregularities before  and during the trial, 
amongst others not being allowed  to access all the evidence, nor given enough time to analyze 
the evidence. We strongly believe that for Zigong government, the charge against Liu is a way to 
silence  Liu,  and  prevent  him  from  continuing  his  work  to  block  illegal  government 
redevelopment plans in Hongqi township. The use of a lesser and  non-political charge, such as 
“fraud” is increasingly common as a mean of persecution.

--- END OF PRESS RELEASE ---

About the Chinese Urgent Action Working Group 

The Chinese  Urgent Action  Working Group (人权卫士紧急救援协会 ) undertakes direct interventions  on 
behalf of Human Rights defenders in distress, through investigations, public advocacy, communication with  
international  institutions  and  organizations,  and  through  providing  legal aid. The  group  is  located  inside 
mainland China, and was formed as a response to increased persecution of Human Rights defenders in the 
run up to the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. The organization also regularly releases reports and background 
briefs on issues concerning human rights defenders in China.

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION ON LIU ZHENGYOU AND HIS CASE,
 PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Http://China-Action.org  | China.Action@hushmail.com 
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